CHILDREN OF THE HEAVENLY FATHER
Lesson Eight
WATCH OUT FOR THE WOLVES IN SHEEP'S CLOTHING
Burden to Impart:

As God’s children, though we are to be harmless and  guileless. we must nevertheless be
prudesi¢ s G.16) 5w that oshers de not iake advantage o v ¢ .

Memory Verse: "Beware of false ‘proﬁ]ets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing, but within are
ravening wolves" (Matthew 7:15).

Facts to Teach:

1. The Lord Jesus told us that all those who believe in Him and follow Him are like sheep
(John 10:27). Sheep are noted for their harmlessness, meekness, and innocence. Sheep
have no claws to attack or harm. Nor are their teeth used for tearing flesh, only for
chewing grass. Thus they are harmless. Sheep do not resist or fight if they are attacked.
Even a flock of hundreds of sheep, if attacked by one vicious animal, will not resist.
They will only try to run away. Thus they are meek. When sheep are led gently they will
even go willingly to the slaughter (Acts 8:3). This shows their innocence. God wants all of
His children to be like the sheep: harmless, meek, and innocent.

2. Most of the people in this world are not like sheep, they are more like the wolves.
Wolves are not harmiess, they are devouring. They are constantly on the search for a
%_ood meal, some animal that it can overpower, kill, and devour. They are not meek.

hey attack and hunt (Gen. 49:27). Wolves are not innocent. They use great skill and
scheming to gradually wear down their victims until they finally are conquered. Wolves
especially prey on animals that cannot defend themselves, such as lambs, deer, moose,
elk, chickens, etc.

3. If we live as children of our heavenly Father we may become the target of those people
in the world who are wolves. They will see that we will not attack them to harm them,
nor will we resist and fight to defend ourselves. Because we will only try to run away,
they might especially feel safe to trouble us or lead us into danger. So we must be on the
alert! .

4. Some wolves would be so crafty as to put on a sheepskin after killing it and use itas a
disguise to be among the flock. Inside is a hungry wolt, outside it appears as an innocent
sheep. The Lord Jesus told us to watch out for false disciples. They are like wolves. They
may act nice and even pretend to be a {riend, but they are actually an enemy! They like to
lead others into wrong things that will eventually cause their destruction .

5. As the Father’s dear children, we need to always be alert and always practice wisdom
(Matt. 10:16) with those who want to be our friends or leaders. We need to consider, "[s
this person a wolf or a sheep?" How can we know? By their "fruits" (Matt. 16-20). A real
sheep is innocent, meek, and harmless. A real sheep is gentle and peaceful. A real sheep
would never oppose us when we want to do what is right and good. A real sheep would

| never discourage us from wanting to follow the Lord Jesus. We must be on the alert if
| anyone acts especially nice to us, or wants to be our friend or leader. We must try to
' know them by their "fruits," by the way of life they live. Even if we feel pretty sure, it is still
&/ a good idea to talk it over with our parents.

A\ e \
1

R4 5_@-;;&,‘MC) \/c(,L ouT (ke S\nQ.QyJ Oxmomﬁ v olves

{
Thevefore be ac shreved as snakes | an as funocent
a¢ devoc "



)

" Boware of false Pprophets, who come
to YJou in sheeps clothing, but within
ave revening wolves” (Matthew 7:15 )



Wolf or Sheep?

Jesus taught that we should be aware of people who teach us bad things, while
claiming that they are teaching us the truth. He called them “wolves in sheep’s
clothing” (Matthew 10:16). Can ycu find three wolves in the flock of sheep below?




