ArH Hymn The Lord’s Table Meeting #34
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The Lord’s Table Meeting — To Remember the Loi'd @21)
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By this bread which signifieth Thy one body mystical,
We commune with all Thy members In one bond identical.

By this holy cup of blessing, Cup of winewhich now we less,
Of Thy blood we have communion With all those who faith possess.
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Thou art our eternal portion, Here we take a sweet foretaste;

We are waiting for Thy kingdom, And Thy coming now we haste.

At Thy coming, in Thy kingdom, With all saints that overcome,
We anew will feast upon Thee And Thy loving Bride become.:
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And He took a cup and gave thanks, and He gave it to them,
saying, Drink of it, all you, For this is My blood of the covenant,

which is being poured out for many for forgiveness of sins.
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The Lord's Table Meeting (2)

Scripture Reading: 1 Cor. 10:16-17; 11:24-26; Matt. 26:27-30

... Memory Verse: And He tooka cﬁp and gave thanks, and He gave it to them,
saying, Drink of it, all of you, For this is my blood of the covenant,
which is being poured out for many for forgiveness of sins.
Matthew 26:27-28
.. Memory Verse: Similarly also the cup after they had dined, saying,
This cup is the new covenant established in My blood:
this do, as often as you drink it, unto the remembrance of Me.

- . e -~ -~ - 1 Corinthians 11:25

Outline
4. To remember the Lord:
d; By drinking the cup—1 Co;'. 11:25:
= 1) To review the redemption of the new covenant—Matt. 26:27-28.
» 2) To receive God's blessing,.
» 3)Tohave felldwship in the blood of Christ—1 Cor. 10:16a.
5. To display the Lord's death—1 Cor. 11:26.;

6. To express our desire of the Lord's coming back—1 Cor. 11:26b; Matt. 26:29.

7. To worship the Father—Matt. 26:30.
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The Lord's Table Meeting (2)

Scripture Reading: 1 Cor. 10:16-17; 11:24-26; Matt. 26:27-30

Focus: The real remembrance of the Lord is to receive and enjoy Him as our life supply by eating and
drinking Him and by sharing Him one with another in the fellowship of His Body.

In this lesson we want to continue our fellowship on the Lord's table meeting. In the previous lesson, we
saw that the focus of the Lord's table is the Lord Himself. We also saw that we remember the Lord by
breaking the bread to apprehend with appreciation and thanks the Lord's physical body being broken for

us. Now we want to consider more points concerning our remembrance of the Lord. ‘

We also remember the Lord by drinking the cup‘ (1 Cor. 11:25).

d. By Drinking the Cup
1) To Review the Redemption of the New Covenant

Our drinking the cup is to review the redemption of the new covenant. For this point it would be good to
read Matthew 26:27-28: "And He took a cup and gave thanks, and He gave it to them, saying, Drink of it,

all of you, for this is My blood of the covenant, which is being poured out for many for the forgiveness of
_ sins." '

2) To Receive God's Blessing

To eat the bread is to receive life; to drink the cup is to receive blessing. In the Bible, the bread is called
the bread of life (John 6:35a) and the cup is called the cup of blessing (1 Cor. 10:16a). Thus, to eat the
bread means to receive the life supply and to drink the cup means to receive the blessing.

The cup indicates a portion—either a portion of wrath or a portion of blessing. If we are condemned
under God's judgment, the cup is a portion of wrath to us (Rev. 14:10). If we are forgiven and redeemed,
the cup is a portion of blessing to us. The Bible does not say that we drink the blood but that we drink the
cup. This means that the redeeming blood of the Lord Jesus becomes our cup, our portion.

When we drink the cup, we not only review the redemption of the new covenant but also receive God's
blessing. This blessing is God Himself. Adam's fall caused man to lose God, but Christ's redemption
brings God back to man. The losing of God in man's fall was the greatest loss. Now our gaining God back

in Christ's redemption is the unique blessing. The cup as a portion is God Himself as the unique blessing
to us.

Through this fellowship we can see how much the Lord's table implies. To remember the Lord is not
merely to remember how He was God and how He became a man. To remember the Lord is to break the
bread, to eat the bread, and to drink the cup in the reality of all their deep significances.
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#34b
3) To Have Féllowship in the Blood of Christ

Drinking the cup also indicates that we have fellowship in the blood of Christ (1 Cor. 10:16a). We have a
joint and mutual participation in the drinking of the one cup. Both eating and drinking indicate oneness
and fellowship, communion. This is why we have only one loaf, not many loaves, and only one cup, not
many cups, at the table. One loaf and one cup indicate the oneness and the fellowship, the communion.
This communion, this fellowship, is in both the mystical Body of Christ and in the redeeming blood of

- Christ. Because we all are redeemed by this one blood, we have the one communion, and through this we
receive the unique blessing.

5. To Display the Lord's Death

At the Lord's table, we do not remember the Lord's death, but we declare, proclaim, display, the Lord's
- ~death. First Corinthians 11:26 says, "For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you declare the

Lord's death until He comes." Here we have the bread signifying the Lord's body, and we have the cup
- - signifying the Lord's blood. On the Lord's table, His death is displayed, because the cup is separate from

the bread, that is, the blood is separate from the body. We eat the bread and we drink the cup to display
-~-the Lord's death, because whenever the blood is separate from the body, that is death. Whenever we eat

the bread and drink the cup, we do not remember the Lord's death but we display His death to the whole
*universe, especially to the principalities and powers in the heavenlies.

6. To Express Our Desire
of the Lord's Coming Back

We also remember the Lord at His table to express our desire of His coming back. First Corinthians
~11:26b says that we display the Lord's death until He comes. While we display the Lord's death, we
express our desire of the Lord's second coming. In Matthew 26:29 the Lord said, "I shall by no means
drink of this product of the vine from now on until that day when I drink it new with you in the kingdom
of My Father." This is the manifestation of the kingdom of the heavens, in which the Lord will drink with

us after His coming back. When we remember the Lord and display His death, we express our desire that
the Lord will come back soon.

7. To Worship the Father

After all of this, the Lord will lead us to worship the Father. This is based upon Matthew 26:30, which
says that after the Lord finished His supper with His disciples, He and the disciples sang a hymn. That
hymn was sung by the Lord with His disciples to the Father. In the Lord's table, the Lord takes the lead to
praise the Father, to worship the Father. At the end of the Lord's table meeting, we need to worship the
Father with the Lord. We must follow the firstborn Son to worship the Father as His brothers. The Lord

as the firstborn Son takes the lead to worship the Father (Heb. 2:12), and we as His many brothers follow
Him. ‘

We need to remember the focus of our fellowship in this message. The focus is that the real remembrance

of the Lord is to receive and enjoy Him as our life supply by eating and drinking Him and by sharing Him
one with another in the fellowship of His Body.
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