The Rich Man and Lazarus — The Destinies of Two Persons #30
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Life at best is ver-y brief, Like the fall-ing of aleaf, Like the bind-ing of a sheaf, = Be in time!
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Fleet-ing days are tell-ing fast That the die will soon be cast, And the fa- tal line be passed, Be
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sin you long-er wait, You may f ndno  o- pen gate, And your cry be just too late:
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Fairest flowers soon decay,  Youth and beauty pass away; O you have not Iong to stay,
Be intime!  While God'’s Spirit bids you bids you come, Sinner do not longer roam
Lest you seal you hopeless doom, Be in time!
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Sinner, heed the warning voice, Make the Lord your final choice, Then all heaven wdl rejoice,
Come from darkmess into light;  Come, let Jesus make you right;

Come, receive His life tonight,  Be in time!
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Truly, truly, I say to you, He hears My word and believes Him who sent Me --
has eternal life, and does not come into judgment but has passed out of death into l fe.- '
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488 Burden & Fact

' #30
Jesus Meets All Man’s Needs
.Lesson.Thhqy
The Rich Man and Lazarus — The Destinies of Two Persons
Luke 16:19-31

Burden to Impart-.h ' S

In this lesson we can vividly see beyond the curtaln of death into the .

 destinies of two men: a rich man who rejected God's '-rd in his lifetime and -

" lived sumptuously, and a poor man named Lazarus who belleved in God's Word in
his lifetime and lived in poverty and pain. The rich man died and passed from
temporary comfort to eternal torment; the poor man died and passed from tempor-

- ary suffering to eternal comfort. We, like Lazarus, should belleve in God s

- Word

of salvation and put our faith in Christ.

 Memory Verse: Truly, truly, I say to you, ‘he who hears My word and belleves

Him who sent me has eternal life, and will not come into
judgement, but has passed out of death into life.
John 5:24

Facts to Teach:

1. This.is a true story spoken by the Lord Jesus to warn those who reJected God'
- word “of salvation and only care to live for today, as though there will be no
need to give an account of our lives after death.

2. The Difference While Alive: .
~a) One man was rich (his name is not given because he does not appear in the

b)

Book of Life); well dressed, honorable, merry, comfortable and eating well.
The rich man did not believe in God's Word; although he knew about it he
rejected it (Luke 16:28-29).

Lazarus (his name is mentioned explicitly because in God's sight he is
honorable and appears in the Book of Life - Rev. 20:15) was a very poor man,

- a begger, who dressed in rags, lived in misery, pain and sickness with sores

all over his skin due to malnutrition. Lazarus, however, belleved in God's
Word of the Old Testament.

3. The Difference After Death:

a)
b)

4.

Both died (not only poor Lazarus), for all men must die one day, because

the wages of sin is death (Romans 6:23a).

After dying, Lazarus was no longer alone. He was carried away by angels to

a place of comfort in Abraham's bosom. When the rich man died and was buried
no angels took care of his soul. Instead, he went to a place of torment and
suffering. In the fire of Hades he thirsted (like Lazarus did when he laid
outside his gate) but no relief would be granted him. There was a great chasm’
between the two sections of Hades (the section of comfort, called Paradise in
Luke 23:43, and the section of fire, torment and anguish) that separated the
rich man from Lazarus (as the gate used to during their life tlmega so that
there could be no crossing over from one section to the other.

The Reasons for the Difference:

a) Lazarus was not saved because he was poor, neither was the r1ch man con-
demmed because he was rich.

b) One is saved or lost depending on how he responds to God's Word (Luke 16:29)
If soneone hears the Word of God and believes in Christ he will be saved.
(Such a one will not care much about the passing sufferings of this life-
time.) If someone hears the Word of God and rejects it, not believing in
Christ nor receiving His salvation he is lost.
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